
This tool has been devised to support providers to assess their current position against the 7 Immediate and Essential Actions (IEAs) in the Ockenden Report and provide assurance of effective 

implementation to the board, Local Maternity System and NHS England and NHS Improvement regional teams.  Rather than a tick box exercise, the tool provides a structured process to enable 

providers to critically evaluate their current position and identify further actions and any support requirements. We have cross referenced the 7 IEAs in the report with the urgent clinical priorities 

and the ten Maternity incentive scheme safety actions where appropriate, although it is important that providers consider the full underpinning requirements of each action as set out in the 

technical guidance.  

We want providers to use the publication of the report as an opportunity to objectively review their evidence and outcome measures and consider whether they have assurance that the 10 safety 

actions and 7 IEAs are being met.  As part of the assessment process, actions arising out of CQC inspections and any other reviews that have been undertaken of maternity services should also be 

revisited. This holistic approach should support providers to identify where existing actions and measures that have already been put in place will contribute to meeting the 7 IEAs outlined in the 

report.  We would also like providers to undertake a maternity workforce gap analysis and set out plans to meet Birthrate Plus (BR+) standards and take a refreshed view of the actions set out in the 

Morecambe Bay report.  We strongly recommend that maternity safety champions and Non-Executive and Executive leads for Maternity are involved in the self-assessment process and that input is 

sought from the Maternity Voices Partnership Chair to reflect the requirements of IEA 2.

Fundamentally, boards are encouraged to ask themselves whether they really know that mothers and babies are safe in their maternity units and how confident they are that the same tragic 

outcomes could not happen in their organisation.  We expect boards to robustly assess and challenge the assurances provided and would ask providers to consider utilising their internal audit 

function to provide independent assurance that the process of assessment and evidence provided is sufficiently rigorous.  If providers choose not to utilise internal audit to support this assessment, 

then they may wish to consider including maternity audit activity in their plans for 2020/21.

Regional Teams will assess the outputs of the self-assessment and will work with providers to understand where the gaps are and provide additional support where this is needed.  This will ensure 

that the 7 IEAs will be implemented with the pace and rigour commensurate with the findings and ensure that mothers and their babies are safe. 


